
BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE CONNISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 91-639-C — ORDER NO. 92-460~
JUNE 15, 1992

Request. for Approval of Transfer
of Assets of Telesphere Limited,
Inc. and Tel. esphere Network, Inc. ,
and Notification of Transfer of
Control of International Telecharge,
Inc

)
) ORDER APPROVING
) TRANSFER OF "0+"
) ASSETS AND CANCELLING
) CERTIFICATES
)

This matter. comes before the Public Service Commission of

South Carolina (the Commission) by way of a Petition filed on

November. 14, 1991, by Telesphere Limited, Inc. (TI,I), Telespher. e

Networ. 'k, Inc. (TNI), and International Telecharge, Inc. (ITI),

hereafter referred to collectively as "Petitioners, " requesting the

Commission's approval to transfer the "0+" assets of TLI and TNI 1

to ITI. The Petition was filed pur. suant to S.C. Code Ann.

558-9-310 (Supp. 1.991).
The matter was duly not. iced to the public. No intervention

was received by the Commi. ssion. Petitioners submitted verified

testimony. Consequentl. y, the Commission determined that it would

consider the Petition without a hearing.

1. TLI and TNI are wholly-owned subsi. diaries of Telesphere
Communications, Inc. (TCI). Pr'ior to its acquisi. tion by TCI, TLI
operated under the name National Telephone Services, Inc. (NTS) and
under the authority granted by Order No. 88-929 .in Docket No.
88-48-C (September 12, 1988). TNI provides intrastate
telecommunications services pur'suant to Order No. 89-682 in Docket
No. 89-16-C (July 6, 1989).
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After consideration of the Petition, the submitted testimony,

and the applicable law, the Commissi. on makes the following fi.ndings

of fact and ronclusions of law:

FINDINGS OF FACT

l. Elisa Zafrani. , Direct. or.' of Regulatory Affairs of ITI,

testifi. ed on behalf of Petitioners. She explained that ITI, which

has a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to pr. ovide

.long distance resold tel. ecommunicati. ons services and operator

services in South Carolina and offers telecommunications services2

in forty other states, seeks to acquir. e the "0+" operator service

authority held by TLI and TNI. Ns. Zafrani explained that TLI,

TNI, and their. parent company TCI are the subject of Chapter 11

bankruptcy proceedi. ngs and that the bankruptcy judge has found that

"[t]he need for an immediate sale [of TCI, TI.I, and TNI] is

compelling. " Testimony, p. 13.

2. Ns. Zafrani asserts that, upon acquisit. ion of. the "0+"

services of TLI and TNI, ITI will continue to char. ge former TCI and

TNI subscribers the same rates as previously charged by TLI and TNI

and that the former subscribers will rontinue to receive

uninterrupt. ed, high quali. ty servi. ce. Ns. Zafrani requests that,

upon approval of the transfer of the "0+" assets, TLI's and TNI's

Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity be cancelled.

3. By letter. dated June 2, 1992, ITI agreed (1) it would

remit any subscriber. surcharge (the maximum of whirh is $1.00)

2. Order No. 88-612 (June 22, 1988) in Docket No. 87-535-C.
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collected by ITI to its subscribers; {2) that "[a]ny new contracts

for service or any renewals of contracts executed on or after the

date of ITI's certi. fication shall provide that ITI's subscribers

allow its customers access to their long di. stance car, rier of

choice;" and I3) that it "agrees to abide by the provisions of the

Telephone Operator Consumer Services Improvement Act of 1990 with

r:espect. to its .int. rastate services. "

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Commission concludes that. it is in the public

interest. to approve the transfer of TLI's and TNI's "0+" assets to

ITI in order, to prevent the disrupt. ion of service to TLI's and

TNI's subscr. ibers. Consequently, the Commission hereby approves

the requested t. ransfer in accordance with the terms of the

Petition, testimony, and June 2, 1992 letter.
2. The Cert. ificates of Public Convenience and Necessity

issued to TLI and TNI in Docket Nos. 88-48-C and 89-16-C,

respectively, are hereby cancelled.
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3. Th.is Order shall remai n in full force and. effect until

further Order of the Commission.

.IT IS SO ORDERED.

ATTEST

Executi ve Di rector

{SEAI,)
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3. This Order shall remain in full force an(] effect until

further Order of the Commission.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

ATTEST:

the{ r_an

Executive Director

(SEAL)


